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Greetings! Well, it appears summer 
has finally made up its mind to stick 

around, and as we know in Missouri that 
generally means humidity also. I hope you 
each find time to enjoy the warmer weather 
and remember to take the necessary steps to 
stay safe and hydrated while at work or play.

The Missouri State Fair is just around 
the corner and as we have for many years 
the FFAM will provide the State Fair Fire 
Department duties serving all visitors to the 
event. This eleven-day-a-year fully functional 
fire department is unique, to say the least, 
and appears to be the only such operation 
in the country. The services provided by the 
Department would not be possible if  it were 
not for the generosity of  many fire and ems 
agencies across the state loaning apparatus 
and equipment for use. The staff of  the 
Department donates their time as well and is 
a mixture of  career and volunteer personnel 
from all across the state. This single elev-
en-day operation is perhaps one of  the most 
obvious examples of  how the fire and ems 
community of  Missouri comes together to 
achieve a common goal. If  you have the 
opportunity to visit the Fair this year, make 
sure you stop by the fire station and visit 
with the personnel.

By now most of  you have received more 
than one copy of  the revamped, streamlined, 

polished, and informative FFAM newsletter/
magazine. Hats off to those involved in 
the transition over the years moving from 
a newspaper-style format to a plain paper 
newsletter format and now to this new and 
improved version. I believe if  you take the 
time to read the various articles you just 
might find some information you can use 
in your fire service journey and of  course 
learn of  the activities of  the fire service 
across the state. One way to make sure we 
all stay informed is to consider submitting 
photos, news bits, recognition announce-
ments, and other related information for 
publication. Again, great work by all those 
involved in getting this publication to press 
for distribution.

As the 20th anniversary of  the September 
11th attacks on our country draws near 
many observances are being planned across 
the country. I do not know which event may 
interest you most, but there will be a Patriot 
Day event in Jefferson City taking place from 
Friday the 10th thru the 11th. In addition to 
ceremonies and displays along with a parade, 
there will be a 5k run and a stair climb. If  
you want more information just search for 
Missouri’s Patriot Day and view the details.

As you look at your long-range planning 
don’t forget to note the Memorial Services 
will be held in Kingdom City on October 9th 
and 10th. If  you have not had the opportu-
nity to attend either ceremony I think you 
would find them moving as we reflect on 
those that served the Missouri fire service 
and are no longer with us. If  you want to 
be involved in some aspect of  the ceremony 
please contact a Memorial Committee 

member, contact information is found at 
FFAM.org, and offer your assistance.

Hopefully, your agency was able to partic-
ipate in the Annual Safety Stand-Down 
the third week of  June. If  not, seek out the 
information made available through the 
NVFC and IAFC and continue to focus on 
the overall safety of  each member of  the 
fire service. Keep in mind we can only serve 
those we have agreed to protect if  we keep 
ourselves ready to meet and deal with the 
challenges we face.

Moving forward we will continue to 
look at our FFAM processes and work 
towards further clarification and efficiency. 
Remember this is your organization and 
your input is valued. If  you have issues or 
ideas please contact a member of  the Board 
of  Directors so we can adjust things when 
needed and build upon our long history as 
part of  the Missouri Fire Service.

On a side note: If  you get an e-mail or a 
text message from me asking if  you have a 
minute or if  you can help me complete a 
wire transfer please just disregard and accept 
my apologies. It appears some folks have 
nothing better to do than hack accounts 
and try to scam folks out of  their time 
and money. As most of  you know if  it is a 
message from me it will be far wordier and 
let’s face the facts. I don’t make it a habit 
of  asking for wire transfers or your time 
randomly and without any explanation. 
Maybe one day these people will put their 
talents towards good and leave the evil ways 
behind. If  the Board or I can be of  any 
assistance please contact us. Be Safe!

President’s Remarks

Larry Jennings

A Summer Update

The 2019 State Fair Volunteer Fire Department Staff. Career and volunteer personnel from all across the state donate their time to the cause.
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We can check the boxes on the calendar 
for the first half  of  2021, unbeliev-

able! Next on the calendar is Independence 
Day (July 4th). Some will enjoy the long 
holiday celebrating with flying flags, family, 
friends, food, fireworks, fun, campfires, and 
fellowship. If  not for that moment in time 
back in 1776 we would not have indepen-
dence and freedom to enjoy all of  the “f ’s” 
I listed earlier. I pause to reflect on why we 
can enjoy our independence. Thank you 
to the 1,284,684 who have sacrificed their 
lives to protect our independence, along 
with the 19 million veterans who served and 
those presently serving. I am proud to be an 
American and want to never forget why I 
have my independence and continue to do 
my part to serve and protect it. God Bless 
America! Happy July 4th to one and all!

We are closing out our financial year at 
the end of  June. With all of  the obstacles 
from COVID-19, we were skeptical about 
how our year was going to end. But as 
usual, everyone pulled together, and we 
were able to spend all of  the dedicated fire 
training monies obligated to us. Thank you 
to everyone who summited a request for 
training and your patience in working with 
us to get it delivered to you. Thank you also 
to all our training partners for adjusting your 
schedules to complete the mission.

July 1 we begin our new budget year. The 
firefighter training funds will be available 
to begin training for this financial year. To 

request your training go to www.dfs.dps.
mo.gov. Find “course approval forms,” and 
click on “Other course Delivery Application.” 
Fill this form out and email it to Becky.
Trapani@dfs.dps.mo.gov sooner than later.

Very good news regarding our new 
Records/Learning Management System 
RMS. The RMS/LMS will be going live to 
our Missouri Fire Service on August 16th. 
We will be pushing out more instructions 
via email and social media moving forward. 
You will have the responsibility to log on 
and create your account within the new 
system. We will be traveling across the state 
attending your fire chief  meetings, along 
with other regional fire meetings to assist 
and educate you on the new system.

More news to share, we have funding in the 
budget to issue workers’ compensation grants 
to the volunteer/association fire departments 
which qualify. This grant will be used only 
for your fire department’s workers compensa-
tion insurance premiums. We will be pushing 
more information out on who is eligible. 
Please watch your department’s email box. 
The maximum amount is $2,000. We have 
one year to spend the money, so please help 
us help you! If  you have questions email 
me at tim.bean@dfs.dps.mo.gov or eric.
hartman@dfs.dps.mo.gov.

The Division of  Fire Safety would like to 
send condolences to the Rodney Heard Sr. 
family, and the St. Louis Fire Department. 

Firefighter Heard passed away due to 
COVID-19. His death is officially recog-
nized as a Line of  Duty Death.

In other news, we may be moving from the 
13th floor sometime this year. It will be a 
very sad day if  it comes to fruition. The state 
is having our current building renovated and 
needs our floor to accomplish the job. We 
are unsure at this time where our new home 
will be, stay tuned.

Also, next year in June we will be cele-
brating our 50th anniversary as the Missouri 
Division of  Fire Safety. Plans have already 
begun to have a full-blown event to acknowl-
edge the many employees who have served 
and re-live the past 50 years of  the Division. 
Mark it on your 2022 calendar.

Thank you for everything you do to serve 
and protect our communities and state. 
I appreciate each one of  you. If  I can of  
any assistance to you please reach out, 
my desk phone is 573-751-2930. Happy 
Independence Day, may God Bless You.

PS. Hello to my friend Lewis Callahan, and 
sorry for your recent loss!

Fire Marshal’s Update

Tim Bean

Greetings from the 13th Floor

Missouri State Fire Marshal 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb
The Missouri State Fire Marshal will be hosting their 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb 
on September 11, 2021, at 1:00 p.m., to benefit Supporting Heroes.  

September 11, 2021 @ 1:00 p.m.

Jefferson State Office Building

205 Jefferson Street

Jefferson City, MO 65101

mosfmstairclimb.com

Climber Registration: $50
Sponsor Info: • Platinum: $5000 • Gold: $2500 • Silver: $1000 • Floor: $250

 Event questions: mosfmstairclimb@gmail.com

 Supporting Heroes questions: info@supporingheroes.org

 Follow us on facebook: facebook.com/MoMemorialStairClimb
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING MINUTES
June 6, 2021 • Sedalia, Missouri • Secretary/Treasurer Jaime Miller Draft • Final Approval at Next Meeting

President Larry Jennings called the 
meeting of  the Board of  Directors of  

the Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri to 
order at 9:00 a.m., Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 
the Missouri State Fair Fire Department in 
Sedalia, MO. The meeting began with the 
Pledge of  Allegiance.

ROLL CALL OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS

OFFICERS
President Larry Jennings, Johnson County 
FPD; Second Vice President Grant Oetting, 
Higginsville FPD; Secretary-Treasurer Jaime 
Miller, Johnson County FPD #2; Sergeant-
at-Arms Rex Reynolds, Southern FPD of  
Holt County.

DIRECTORS
District 2, Greg Wright, Shelbina FD; 
District 5, Terry Plumb, Southern Stone 
FPD; District 6, Gary Berendzen, Cole 
County FPD; District 7, RB Brown, Union 
FPD; District 10, Greg Brown, Eureka FPD; 
District 11, Monty Thompson, Kearney 
FPD; District 12, Rob Francis, Fruitland 
Area FPD; District 14, Rick Dozier, 
Southern FPD of  Holt County.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
District 1, Janet Cain, Shoal Creek FPD; 
District 3, Rob Erdel, Little Dixie FPD; 
District 3, Charlie Peel, Southeastern 
Randolph FPD; District 4, Jonathan Evans, 
Lincoln FD; District 10, Harriett Vaucher, 
Eureka FPD; District 11, Josh Koepke, 
Kansas City FD; District 11, Billy Smith, 
North Central Carroll County FPD; District 
14, Glen Dittmar, Dearborn Area FPD. 

OTHERS
Past President Ken Hoover, Little Dixie Fire 
Protection District.
 
GUESTS
Tim Bean, Missouri Division of  Fire Safety; 
Gail Hagans, University of  Missouri Fire 
and Rescue Training Institute; Larry Eggen, 
Ben Burd, Johnson County FPD; Cy Fields, 
Paris Rural FPD.
 
AGENDA
President Jennings asked for additions to the 
agenda. Rick Dozier moved to accept the 
agenda as presented. Greg Brown seconded 
the motion and all approved.

MINUTES
President Jennings asked for corrections to 
the May 2, 2021, meeting minutes. Gary 
Berendzen moved to accept the minutes as 
presented. Rob Francis seconded the motion 
and all approved.
 
FINANCIAL REPORT
President Jennings asked for a review of  
the April 2021 financial report. Monty 
Thompson moved to accept the financial 
report presented. RB Brown seconded the 
motion and all approved. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND SPECIAL 
GUEST(S):
Gail Hagans with the University of  Missouri 
Fire and Rescue Training Institute reported 
that Summer Fire School went very well. 
There were 148 attendees. MU FRTI is 
moving to a different building beginning 
this week. They plan to have the move 
completed by July.

State Fire Marshal Tim Bean with the 
Missouri Division of  Fire Safety (MO DFS)
reported that $500k for work comp grants 
for volunteer fire departments was approved. 
They have a short window to see if  the 
program will move forward in the future. 
Contact DFS to see if  you are qualified for 
the grant. More information will be made 
available soon.

The new online training system will be 
available soon. There is a discussion on DFS 
moving/relocating to a different building due 
to renovations. More information to follow.

NEW BUSINESS
President Jennings advised that due to the 
vacancy of  the 1st Vice President position, 
a new 1st Vice President will be appointed 
by the board. That person will serve until 
the next annual meeting at which time an 
election will be held to fill the unexpired 
term to 2023. Discussion followed. President 
Jennings recommended Rob Erdel to fill the 
1st Vice President position. Terry Plumb 
moved to appoint Rob Erdel to 1st Vice 
President. Monty Thompson seconded the 
motion and all approved.

President Jennings presented a no-cost 
membership proposal that would allow each 
district two agencies, fire or EMS, who have 
not held membership for the previous 10 

years, department membership free for one 
year. The guidelines of  the proposal were 
discussed. Rick Dozier moved to approve the 
no-cost membership proposal as presented. 
Greg Brown seconded the motion and all 
approved.

Charlie Peel reported that the State Fair 
FD BBQ Team will be competing in the 
Missouri Fire Service Charity BBQ and 
Smoke-Out on July 31 in Columbia. 
This year’s event supports the Missouri 
Firefighters Museum Project and the 
Firefighters Cancer Support Network. 
The team is requesting $500 for food and 
supplies and a $1,500 sponsorship from 
FFAM. Discussion followed. Rick Dozier 
moved to approve a $2,000 one-time 
purchase for the BBQ charity contest. 

$1,000 will come from the State Fair 
Committee budget and $1,000 will come from 
the Membership Committee budget. Terry 
Plumb seconded the motion and all approved. 

Charlie Peel reported that the State Fair 
FD BBQ Team will be cooking during the 
Patriot’s Day events in Jefferson City on 
September 11. The team is requesting a loan 
of  $500 for food and supplies. The $500 
will be repaid from the proceeds received 
with all other proceeds being donated to the 
Missouri Firefighters Museum Project. 

Discussion followed. Greg Brown moved 
to loan the State Fair FD BBQ Team up 
to $1,000 for food and supplies. Rob Erdel 
seconded the motion and all approved.

Discussion was held on purchasing a trailer 
for the 1929 engine. Charlie Peel presented 
three bids. Big Tex, $9,450 (bumper pull); 
Doolittle, $11,350 (bumper pull), $15,900 
(gooseneck); Utility Trailer, $16,100 (bumper 
pull), $29,100 (gooseneck). 

Discussion followed. Rick Dozier moved to 
purchase a bumper pull enclosed trailer from 
Doolittle for $11,350 as a one-time expense. 
Rex Reynolds seconded the motion and all 
approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Charlie Peel reported that the 2021 virtual 
awards ceremony has been published online. 
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A link can be found on the FFAM Facebook 
page. The committee has also received 30 
department equipment grant applications. 

BUDGET COMMITTEE
No report given.

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report given.

CHAPLAIN COMMITTEE
Jaime Miller reported on behalf  of  David 
Hedrick that the Federation of  Fire 
Chaplains (FFC) 2021 Annual Conference 
registration information has been posted on 
their website at ffc.wildapricot.org. Once on 
their website, there will be a conference link 
for more info. The conference will be held 
October 24-28, 2021, in Irving, Texas. The 
conference hotel will be the Westin Dallas 
Fort Worth Airport. 

As a reminder, the Missouri Fire Chaplains 
Corps Annual Meeting and Training 
Conference is scheduled for September 
13 – 14, 2021, and will be held in the Lee 
Summit area. More information will be 
made available shortly.

On June 6th we should take time to honor 
and remember the sacrifices made by the 
United States military and citizen soldiers as 
they stormed the beaches on “D – Day” at 
Normandy, France, June 6, 1944, to liberate 
Nazi-occupied Europe. Please pray for our 
veterans, military, first responders, and their 
families as they continue to serve and protect 
our citizens and nation.

CONTEST COMMITTEE
Gary Berendzen advised they will be 
working with Washington soon regarding the 
contest site and needs for the event.

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Jaime Miller reported on behalf  of  Matt 
Frankenberg that more information will be 
available soon regarding advertising, location 
of  events, and lodging. There will also be 
an app/website online soon for convention 
registration.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Gail Hagans advised that if  anyone has a 
request for training, let her know.

FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE
RB Brown reported that the committee is 
working on judging the posters received and 
that the 2020 award winners will be invited 
to the fair along with the 2021 winners.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Greg Brown reported that the legislative 
session has been completed but they will 
continue to have special sessions. Firefighter 
training funding has been retained in the 
state’s budget for next year. Prescription drug 
monitoring has passed. SB 45 critical illness 
pool did pass. 

The committee is working on logistics, but 
the goal is to have an acceptable premium 
that departments can buy into. A $500k 
work comp grant for volunteer depart-
ments did pass. More information will be 
forthcoming. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Grant Oetting reported the following 
membership counts: 516 Directors/
Councilman; 366 Retired; 18 Associate; 
11 Sustaining; 20 Corporate, 364 Fire 
Departments; 6481 Active; 1 Educational 
Entity; 6 Educational Active; 121 Juniors; 
7 EMS Department, 99 EMS individuals; 

1 911 Entity; 10 911 individuals. There are 
several upcoming conferences that FFAM 
will be attending.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE
No report was given.

NVFC COMMITTEE
Keith Smith reported that each state has 
COVID LODD presumptions. There are 
lots of  issues with those being sorted out. 
Sarah Lee has been appointed as the Chief  
Executive Officer.

Firefighter suicide is happening at a rate of  
two per day across the country. Resources 
are available through NVFC to help 
including the Share the Load program.

The fall meeting will be in Jackson, 
Wyoming. He and Rob Erdel are planning 
to attend.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Larry Eggen reported that six scholarships 
were awarded. The official announcement 
of  winners was done along with the virtual 
awards presentation.

Continue reading on page 19.

Thank you to all public 
servants working to 

keep our communities 
safe and healthy.

800-477-4334  |  molagers.org
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An Introduction

As I move into my new role with the 
FFAM as 1st Vice President I am 

looking forward to serving in this capacity. 
I would like to thank Chief  Jennings for his 
vote of  confidence in appointing me to this 
position and the board for their support of  
the appointment. I am sure I will have much 
to learn as I move forward.

That being said, I want to share some 
history of  where I come from. I started with 
the Little Dixie Fire Protection District in 
February of  1992 with the coaxing of  a 
brother-in-law and a good friend that was a 
chief  officer at the time. Through the years 
I have progressed to Assistant Chief. As with 
everything, the higher you go the more you 
learn, and I have enjoyed it all.

In our department, we do a lot of  in-house 
training and make it the officer’s duty to 
teach classes. I have taught many classes at 
Little Dixie and several Introduction to Fire 
Service classes locally and in our region. I 
have also been the Junior Firefighter coordi-
nator for our department. Tradition in our 
department dictates that the juniors that 
promote to firefighter status upon gradua-
tion get a new fire helmet. Maybe the best 
experience in my career is to give a gradu-
ating senior that new shiny helmet at their 
high school graduation. We do this with 
pride and do it amongst their peers right 
after the ceremony is over. Those are proud 
times for instructors and students.

I became active in FFAM in 2006 as an 
assistant director to Chief  Larry Jones, 
the director of  District 3. In the FFAM 
I have served on the Contest Committee 
and the National Volunteer Fire Council 
for many years. I am a charter member of  
the University of  Missouri Fire and Rescue 
Training Institute Advisory Council where I 
represent the FFAM.

I work in Jefferson City at ABB Hitachi 
where I have been for 37 years. I started as 
a production welder and currently, I work 
in the quality department and am looking 
forward to retiring from the facility soon. I 
also am a first responder at the company. I 
and three other volunteer firefighters started 
the program in the late ’90s and it is still in 
operation.

At home, I have a wonderful 
wife, two daughters, and 
their husbands along with 
five grandkids. Both sons-
in-law have been in the fire 
service with me at Little 
Dixie. One achieved the 
rank of  lieutenant before 
resigning to free up time 
for his family. The other 
is a firefighter with Little 
Dixie. I don’t know if  
any of  the grandkids will 
follow suit, only time will 
tell. We all love to camp, 
fish, hunt, and do as much 
as we can. This year all the 
grandkids have decided to 
play sports so that can keep 
you hopping around but is a 
good time for sure.

Summertime is here and 
a lot of  things are coming 
up. Of  course, the State Fair 
will be here shortly and will 
run from August 12th – 22nd. 
Thanks to all the members that 
provide services at the fair. Also, 
big plans in Jefferson City for the 
statewide observance of  Patriot 
Day. A lot of  work is going into 
planning this to help make it 
a very special event. Two days 
of  remembrance and recogni-
tion activities are planned on 
September 10th and 11th. Please, 
if  you can participate do so.

If  I can help in any way, feel free to contact 
me. Sometimes I am hard to reach during 
the day but you can leave a message or email 
me and I will get back to you. You can reach 
me at 573-473-0972 or roberdel@ktis.net. 
Thanks for what you do in your community 
and be safe.

Rob Erdel

1st Vice President Comments
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Tonight, is Tuesday, June 29th, 2021. 
My husband, your state fire marshal, just 
informed me that tonight was the last night 

to get an article in for the next 
newsletter. I love writing for the 
newsletter, but I am not prepared. 
I am racking my brain as to what 
subject to write for this one. What 
would resound in the firefighting 
world at this moment in time? 
July 4th, 2021 is just around the 
corner, so of  course, war and 
heroism come to my mind. 

I randomly let my mind 
wander to tomorrow. 
Tomorrow is Wednesday, 
June 30th. And that is when it 
hits me! I immediately scroll 
through a few texts I received 
last week on Wednesday, June 
23rd from retired firefighter 
Joe Woyjeck. 

Joe and his wife Anna live in Seal Beach, 
California and they lost their son, Kevin, in 
the Yarnell Hill Fire near Yarnell, Arizona 
on June 30th of  2013. 

The Yarnell Hill Fire was a wildfire 
ignited by dry lightning on June 28th, 
2013. On June 30th, it overran and killed 
19 members of  the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots. Kevin Woyjeck was one of  
the 19 to perish that day. Just one of  the 
hotshots on the crew survived that day. 
The Yarnell Hill Fire is the sixth-deadliest 
American firefighter disaster in history, the 
deadliest wildfire in Arizona, and the most 
publicized event in wildland firefighting in 
history. 

Tim and I met Joe at Lake of  the Ozarks, 
on May 17th, 2021. He was a guest 
speaker at the conference, and we were 
blessed by being able to hang out later 
that evening with him. When Joe learned 
that we were going to be in Los Angeles, 
California, visiting our two kids two weeks 

later, he graciously invited us to visit The 
Los Angeles County Fire Museum in 
Bellflower, California. On Saturday, May 
27th we met up at the museum, and Joe 
and his wife, Anna, both were there. It is 
a destination I would suggest to anyone to 
put on your bucket list. 

July 4th, 2021 is just around the corner. 
War and heroism come to mind. 
Firefighters find themselves in a certain 
kind of  war and heroism every day that 
they suit up and heed the call to be tested, 
to be used, to be taught, and to lay down 
their life for the love of  someone else.

Firefighters are the rare and amazing 
people who remind you why it is worth it.
If  you have not watched the 2017 movie, 
based on the Granite Mountain Hotshots, 
titled Only the Brave you should. Blessings.

A NOTE FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL’S WIFE By Judy Bean

I didn’t see  
a way out,  

but then 
I reached out.

- Scott, Fire/EMS Helpline caller



 July - August 2021  |  FFAM.org 11

 Magenta® First Responder
Serving those who serve

FAMILY  LINES FOR 
FIRST RESPONDERS50% OFF

5   ,noitavitca ta redloh tnuocca rof noitacfiirev tneserP .yaPotuA /w ;atnegaM .sv 6-2 senil rof ecirp l'dda ffo %0
m  .htnom rep erom enil/02$ ot pu yap ro detseuqer nehw yfirev-er & ,enil rednopser tsrfi niatnia

P  ta syad 54 nihtiw enilno/enohp yb gnitavitca fi ro( erots ni noitacfiirev rednopser tsrfi tneser p .)rednopseRtsriF/moc.elibom-t.snoitomor   llib txen litnu sdeeps decuder eciton yam .om/BG05> gnisu sremotsuc fo noitcarf llams eht noitsegnoc gniruD .snoitacol gnitapicitrap tA .egnahc ot tcejbus ;reffo emit detimiL .elbigile uoy sredisnoc noitazinagro ruoy mrfinoC .seeyolpme laredef ot elbaliava ton ;ytud fo enil eht ni dellik srednopser tsrfi fo sesuops ro ,nerdlihc ,stnerap & ,seeriter denoisnep ,lennosrep esnopser lacidem ycnegreme ,srethgfierfi ,tnemecrofne wal lacol & etats elbigile rof nalp rednopser tsriF
c  .noitazitiroirp atad ot eud elcy C egarevo   .skrowten ’srentrap ruo rof elbisnopser ton era ew ;saera emos ni elbaliava ton N :tnemeganaM krowte   eeS .ecived no desu atad rof sdeeps rehgih ni tluser yam hcihw ,egasu gnirehtet revo dezitiroirp si egasu ecived-nO .gnimaor tnacfiingis ro ,sresu rehto ot ecivres ytilauq edivorp ot ytiliba ro krowten ruo htiw ecnerefretni ,esu lamronba ,esusim rof detcirtser ro ,detanimret ,dednepsus ,dewols eb yam ecivreS T tenretnInepO/moc.eliboM-   .sliated rof S )noisivorp noitartibra gnidulcni( snoitidnoC dna smreT ee   ta w moc.eliboM-T.ww   ,eliboM-T .noitamrofni lanoitidda rof
t  .cnI ,ASU eliboM-T 0202 © .GA mokeleT ehcstueD fo skramedart deretsiger era roloc atnegam eht dna atnegaM ,ogol T eh

Fire Fighters Association of Missouri

                Call Your Dedicated Work Perks Team: 855-570-9947
Be sure to mention Missouri First Responder - Promo Code: PERKSMO2

 Magenta® First Responder
Serving those who serve

FAMILY  LINES FOR 
FIRST RESPONDERS50% OFF

5   ,noitavitca ta redloh tnuocca rof noitacfiirev tneserP .yaPotuA /w ;atnegaM .sv 6-2 senil rof ecirp l'dda ffo %0
m  .htnom rep erom enil/02$ ot pu yap ro detseuqer nehw yfirev-er & ,enil rednopser tsrfi niatnia

P  ta syad 54 nihtiw enilno/enohp yb gnitavitca fi ro( erots ni noitacfiirev rednopser tsrfi tneser p .)rednopseRtsriF/moc.elibom-t.snoitomor   llib txen litnu sdeeps decuder eciton yam .om/BG05> gnisu sremotsuc fo noitcarf llams eht noitsegnoc gniruD .snoitacol gnitapicitrap tA .egnahc ot tcejbus ;reffo emit detimiL .elbigile uoy sredisnoc noitazinagro ruoy mrfinoC .seeyolpme laredef ot elbaliava ton ;ytud fo enil eht ni dellik srednopser tsrfi fo sesuops ro ,nerdlihc ,stnerap & ,seeriter denoisnep ,lennosrep esnopser lacidem ycnegreme ,srethgfierfi ,tnemecrofne wal lacol & etats elbigile rof nalp rednopser tsriF
c  .noitazitiroirp atad ot eud elcy C egarevo   .skrowten ’srentrap ruo rof elbisnopser ton era ew ;saera emos ni elbaliava ton N :tnemeganaM krowte   eeS .ecived no desu atad rof sdeeps rehgih ni tluser yam hcihw ,egasu gnirehtet revo dezitiroirp si egasu ecived-nO .gnimaor tnacfiingis ro ,sresu rehto ot ecivres ytilauq edivorp ot ytiliba ro krowten ruo htiw ecnerefretni ,esu lamronba ,esusim rof detcirtser ro ,detanimret ,dednepsus ,dewols eb yam ecivreS T tenretnInepO/moc.eliboM-   .sliated rof S )noisivorp noitartibra gnidulcni( snoitidnoC dna smreT ee   ta w moc.eliboM-T.ww   ,eliboM-T .noitamrofni lanoitidda rof
t  .cnI ,ASU eliboM-T 0202 © .GA mokeleT ehcstueD fo skramedart deretsiger era roloc atnegam eht dna atnegaM ,ogol T eh

Fire Fighters Association of Missouri

                Call Your Dedicated Work Perks Team: 855-570-9947
Be sure to mention Missouri First Responder - Promo Code: PERKSMO2



12 Fire Fighters Association of Missouri  |  July - August 2021

Local National Guard members honored 
Chillicothe Fire Chief  Eric Reeter for his 

support of  employees that are also members 
of  the Guard and Reserve. Currently, Chief  
Reeter has employed three members of  the 
Army National Guard. First Sergeant Derrick 
Allen, Sergeant Casey Brock, and Sergeant 

Zach Dunn, all three of  these Soldiers Drill 
at the Unit located right here in Chillicothe, 
Bravo Battery, 129th Field Artillery. In the 
last year, they have been on multiple State 
emergency Duty assignments and also were 
active to respond to Washington D.C. during 
the inauguration.

Captain Derrick Allen submitted Chief  
Reeter’s name for the award, stating Chief  
Reeter and the entire department all support 
these Soldiers and work around not only their 
yearly drill schedule but also those unex-
pected deployments

The application for the award was submitted 
to the Employer Support of  the Guard and 
Reserve or ESGR, a Federal Agency that 
provides support to employers and military 
members to try and educate them on what 
the relationship between employer and 
Guard/reserve employee should look like.

Captain Allen says the Chief  has ALWAYS 
shown great support and understanding for 
all three of  these soldiers and has always 
made it a smooth transition between Fire and 
Guard work for us.

The Chief  was presented the Award 
Thursday morning by members of  the ESGR 
and the three soldiers he supports.

CHIEF REETER HONORED BY GUARD MEMBERS
By Tom Tingerthal, KCHI Radio News Director

Local National Guard

From left to right: Fire Fighter/ Paramedic Sergeant Casey Brock, Captain/ Paramedic 
First Sergeant Derrick Allen, Jim Lumpkin (ESGR), Chief Eric Reeter, and Firefighter/ EMT 

(PBC) Sergeant Zach Dunn.

FOR SALE

1980 Sutphen 85’ Ariel

Central Callaway Fire 
Protection District  

For information contact 
Greg Luebbert at 573-220-8278

FREE

This training trailer was 
donated to Chillicothe Fire 

Department a few years ago by 
the St. Joseph Fire Department. 
We simply aren’t using it much 
anymore so I will gladly give 

it away to any fire department 
that wants to come get it.  

Chillicothe Fire Department
Contact Chief  Reeter

660-646-2139 ext 2100 or 
ereeter@chillicothecity.org
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Hello everyone. It is never easy to start 
your article with a line of  duty death 

(LODD) notice but this is the case. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the family 
of  Rodney L. Heard, St. Louis City Fire 
Department. This is our first LODD in 
Missouri for 2021. As of  June 30, the US 
Fire Administration has listed 50 LODD 
names for 2021 and we are just halfway 
through the year. Rodney will of  course be 
receiving honors in the 2022 services.

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 service was 
virtual and we have 3 LODD names from 
2019 that will receive their honors during 
our 2021 service. For 2020 we have 8 LODD 
names receiving honors which includes some 
catch-up from previous years that awaited 
formal determination. Our October 9th and 
10th services will honor 11-LODD names, 
their families, and their departments plus the 
2020 names of  those who served and passed.

Reminder to “Save the Date” for the 2021 
Candlelight Service Saturday evening 
October 9th at 9:00 p.m. and the Sunday 
Morning Service October 10th at 10:30 a.m.

Planning for both services, gathering of  
the required information to be presented 
and the logistical organization continues. 
The timing of  this article for submission 
just missed our next scheduled Foundation 
meeting so be watching for more details in 
the next magazine release in mid-September. 

We are still planning for a live stream of  the 
Sunday morning service.
If  you have driven by the memorial in the 
past 8-weeks, you have seen the flags that 
were placed along the hillside in early May 
and in advance of  Flag Day. Gail Hagans 
has taken over the Foundation Flag Program 
from Dr. Ron Baker who retired from the 
board in January 2021. Also, the shelter 
house is fully complete and the four picnic 
tables are arriving in mid-July.

We can announce the Foundation is back to 
a full 15-members. During the May FFAM 
Board meeting, William “Bill” Albus was 
appointed to the vacant position of  Dr. 
Baker. Bill has been actively involved with 
the candlelight and Sunday morning services 
from their very beginning, actually back to 
the 1997 groundbreaking, and has a long 
history of  tireless support to the Foundation. 
More to follow on Bill Albus by a formal 
introduction in the next magazine.

The new LODD support trailer with a 
custom-designed scaffolding system for 
casket-to-hose bed assistance should be in 
service by the time you are reading this 
article. We all however hope it will never be 
needed for the intended purpose but history 
continues to suggest otherwise.

About the memorial grounds, we have been 
remiss in not previously recognizing the 
Village of  Kingdom City in providing all of  

the mowing and fertilizer applications up 
to the museum building. You can easily see 
the new grass line right now between the 
adjoining sites. While the Foundation has 
attended to the balance of  this work around 
the Museum, the City has taken care of  
the primary lawn work including the added 
expense of  two annual fertilizer and weeding 
applications for the past several years. We 
are very blessed to have this outstanding and 
highly supportive partner working lock-step 
with your Foundation on this and many 
other levels.

I hope you were able to review the brief  
history of  The Funeral Assistance Team in 
the last article and what Brain and his team 
continue to deliver both within the State and 
beyond. Their work is the most visible part 
of  the Foundation other than the site itself. 
The training provided to this 55 member 
team continues to fly under the general 
public radar because of  how they manage 
dozens of  very important details. They do so 
very quietly and very deeply in the back-
ground of  the process to keep the primary 
focus, emphasis, and honors on those who 
have served and passed. So much goes on 
outside of  public view for the greater good 
and honoring of  those who served their 
respective communities and passed on.

Thank you for your time and especially your 
support. Talk with you again in 60-days.

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Save the Date: October 9-10, 2021

2021 MEMORIAL SERVICES RESCHEDULED
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE:

Saturday, October 9, 2021 • 9:00 p.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE:

Sunday, October 10, 2021 • 10:30 a.m.

Kingdom City and Live Streaming
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Enjoy a Safe Summer

Hello from District 7 and the east side 
of  the state. I hope all are enjoying 

the summer. With the days getting longer 
and warmer that means lots will be outside 
enjoying time with family and friends so here 
are a few things to think about so we can 
enjoy the days of  summer.

Summer weather means cookouts, fourth of  
July fireworks, and all sorts of  campfire fun as 
families across the country take advantage of  
the warm temperatures to get back in touch 
with nature. It is certainly relaxing to enjoy 
a beach bonfire with friends and loved ones, 
or roast marshmallows by the lake or in the 
backyard fire pit, but it is also important to 
ensure that everyone stays safe by observing a 
few simple fire protection guidelines.

I would like to thank FEMA and the U.S. 
Fire Administration for their assistance in 
putting together this list of  five summer fire 
safety tips:

Keep a bucket of  water handy. If  an ember 
floats out of  your fire pit, or a log falls from 
your bonfire stack and sets nearby foliage, 
paper, or other flammable materials aflame, 
you do not want to be scrambling for a way 
to put the fire out. Having a bucket of  water 
nearby is a great first response tool to keep a 
fire under control.

Supervise all fireworks sparklers and 
pinwheels might seem “low risk,” but the 
reality is that there are not any fireworks 
out there that are safe enough for kids to 
use without adult supervision. It is also 
important to ensure that no one tries to 
re-light fireworks that do not work properly 
the first time. Dump these in a bucket of  
water and move on to the next package.

Do not let barbecue grease build-up. 
Whether you are using a charcoal or a gas 
grill, it is important to keep it clean to prevent 
accidental grease fires caused by all the gunk 
that can accumulate on a grill over time.

Inspect the area around your BBQ and 
campfire. You do not want to grill or light 
a campfire anywhere near other flammable 

materials. This includes deck railings, over-
hanging branches, dry grass, or that pile of  
dry wood and recycling sitting in the back 
corner of  your yard. If  you are camping, 
clear out the area immediately around your 
BBQ or campfire spot to be sure that there’s 
no scrub or brush nearby that could ignite if  
a spark lands on it.

When you are done with the fun, put out 
the flames. While it might seem romantic 
to fall asleep in front of  a campfire, you 
really should dump water and/or sand on 
those embers before catching some shut-
eye. The same goes for BBQs. Close your 
propane valve and the unit’s lid, as well as 
any vents on a charcoal grill once you are 
done. Unsupervised BBQs can easily tip 
over in the wind. A breeze can pick up and 
carry coals and embers from that campfire, 
dropping them where they can ignite dry 
grass, branches, trees, or deck planks.

With the dog days of  August around the 
corner, that means so is the 2021 Missouri 
State Fair in Sedalia. Since the fair had to 
do some changes last year, the poster contest 
winners were not able to attend. So last 
year’s winners are invited to attend the 2021 
fair along with this year’s winners as our 
guests at the fair. The poster contest winners 
and their immediate families will get a ticket 
to get into the fair and the poster contest 
winners will receive passes for the midway. 
Parents and guardians, please contact Jaime 
Miller at the FFAM to make arrangements. 
Thanks again for all that entered and a big 
congratulations to all the winners, I hope to 
see all the winners at the fair.

I would like to announce we have a new 
member of  the District 7 family, the Gerald 

Area Ambulance District. We are immensely 
proud to say welcome. Our newest member 
covers 212 square miles, mainly rural. The 
district covers some industrial and two 
RV recreational parks. Gerald Ambulance 
provides coverage for the following towns in 
Franklin and Gasconade County: Beaufort, 
Leslie, Gerald, Rosebud, Drake, Sullivan, 
Owensville, Spring Bluff, Beemont, Port 
Hudson, and Champion City.

The ambulance district runs with the 
Beaufort Leslie and the Gerald Rosebud 
fire district. The ambulance district staff 
has a great working relationship with both 
fire districts. We all operate like a well-oiled 
machine we are here for the good of  the 
citizens we serve.

In the 47 years from March 26th, 1974, 
until the present time the district continues 
to strive to have outstanding equipment 
and train the EMT’s/Paramedic’s with the 
newest ways to render the best possible care, 
the ambulance operates three ambulances to 
provide safe efficient transports of  patients to 
the medical facilities in our area.

The newest addition to the Gerald 
Ambulance happened on October 31, 
2020. The district moved into a new station 
which also serves as headquarters. So with 
a new place and excellent equipment and 
dedication of  each EMT/Paramedic with 
the support of  the citizens and the board 
the Gerald Area Ambulance District will be 
providing another 47 years of  outstanding 
care for the citizens and travelers of  the area. 

Also a big shout out to the Beaufort Leslie 
Fire Protection District with the completion 
of  the new station one. I recently had the 

Robert Brown 
Director

News From District

7

Gerald Area Ambulance District in Gerald, Missouri.
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opportunity to stop by for the open house 
and I have to say that they have a very fine-
looking firehouse. Chief  Terry Feth, thank 
you for the tour and the hospitality.
 
One other summertime fact. When you’re in 
the river no matter your skill of  swimming, 
wear a life jacket because you never know 
what can happen. In the St Louis area we 
have had way too many water deaths due 
to not wearing an approved life jacket. Be 
smart stay afloat and enjoy the water with 

your family and friends. In addition to moni-
toring river conditions, Public Health urges 
people of  all ages to follow these tips for safe 
swimming in all bodies of  water:

 •  Avoid distractions when kids are 
swimming or around water. Supervision 
requires complete attention, even if  
another adult is present. Drowning can 
happen swiftly and silently.

 •  Teach children how to swim. Enroll 
children in swim lessons when they are 
ready. Early and often swim lessons will 
teach children the skills needed to stay safe 
while in and around water.

 •  Wear a life jacket. Children, teens, and 
adults should wear life jackets while 
boating, using personal watercraft, inner 
tubing or while using other water sports 
equipment. Life jackets should also be 
worn while swimming in lakes, rivers, or 
the ocean.

 •  Ensure children always wear life jackets. 
Inflatable toys do not keep children safe. 
By law, children 12 years and younger 
must wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket on all vessels 18 feet or smaller.

 •  Avoid alcohol use when swimming or 
boating.

 •  Don’t dive into shallow water or jump off 
bridges or cliffs.

 •  Swim in designated swimming areas only. 
Signs will be viewable letting you know when 
and where it’s safe to swim.

Beaufort-Leslie Fire Protection District Station #1 in Beaufort, Missouri.
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STATE FAIR COMMITTEE
Monty Thompson reported that 115 
applications were received. Pettis County 
Ambulance is providing a large refrigerator 
to the department. The MSFFD will be 
working the 4-H horse show the Thursday – 
Sunday before the fair. 

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
No report was given.

MAGAZINE
Jaime Miller reported that the next 
magazine deadline will be June 25. 
Directors and assistant directors are asked to 
submit articles regularly. 

HISTORIAN REPORT
No report was given.

FIRE FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Harriett Vaucher reported that 38 people 
attended the Taking Care of  Our Own class a 
couple of  weeks ago. There will be a golf  
tournament on June 28. The LODD trailer 

is still on order. They did receive the risers 
and are working on training with them. 

EMS FUNERAL TEAM REPORT
Greg Wright reported they did have a 
request for supplies for a non-LODD in 
Wellington. The team has had no other 
funeral retsponses. They did have 32 people 
attend a recent class in Boles. They will host 
another class in August in St. Charles. They 
are also still having their raffle. Reach out to 
any team member for tickets. 

FOUNDATION REPORT
Keith Smith reported that the memorial 
services will be on October 9-10 in Kingdom 
City. The Field of  Flags is happening now 
at the Memorial. A special thanks to Gail 
Hagans-Reynolds for taking over that 
program. The shelter house donated by Ken 
Hoover is done. The picnic tables have been 
ordered. There has been some electrical 
work done at the Memorial as well as new 
lighting and all the engraving has been done.

The Foundation is still seeking $400k to finish 
the inside, Phase 2, of  the new museum. 

They do have several funding sources lined 
out. All departments are encouraged to hold 
fundraisers in their areas to help with the 
project. No amount is too small. 

They did receive permission from MODOT 
to clear out brush and trees along the 
property near I-70. 

President Jennings advised that the next 
meeting will be moved to August 8 to 
coincide with the fair.

President Jennings adjourned the meeting at 
11:15 a.m.

Meeting Minutes continued from page 7.
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The United States Fire Service has a rich 
history and tradition that dates back 

to the early colonial days of  the country’s 
founding. Because of  its traditions, the fire 
service has been joked about by saying it 
is: “150 years of  tradition, unimpeded by 
progress.” This saying was even seen on a 
sign hanging in the fictional fire station in 
the iconic fire movie, Backdraft. Although this 
statement is not true, the fire service mission 
has remained consistent, “the protection 
of  life and property.” The preservation of  
our unique history and traditions is one 
way of  maintaining the link to the past and 
honoring our predecessors who founded this 
venerated profession.

Today, many of  our firefighters (volunteer 
and career) can be seen off duty wearing 
fire department T-shirts, hats, or other 
identifying logo wear that links them to 
their proud profession or avocation. These 
accoutrements identify the individual as a 
member of  an elite group willing to bravely 
fight the ravages of  fire and save lives. It is 
no wonder firefighters are proud to identify 
themselves as members of  the fire service. 
Or, as a slightly cynical old-time firefighter 
once said, “been there, done that, got the 
t-shirt to prove it.” However, this prominent 
wearing of  fire service logo wear is not a 
recent occurrence.

In the early days of  the nation’s fire service, 
volunteer firefighters liked to wear accou-
trements or a type of  uniform to show 
they were civic-minded and members of  
the local fire company. Some examples of  
this include the wearing of  red, or colors 
representing the fire company, bib shirts, 
similar to military or cavalry shirts of  the 
time. For community parades, firefighters 
liked to show off not only their highly 
decorated fire pumps or engines, but they 
also wanted to don appropriate dress wear 
for the occasion. Besides 
bib shirts, they might 
wear fancy painted 
leather parade 
hats, and later the 
iconic Gratacap 
style fire helmet 

which eventually became known as the New 
Yorker style. Over time an additional piece 
of  decorative uniform regalia became a 
must-have for many firemen, the “Fireman 
Parade Belt.”

Starting in about the 1850s to 60s, firemen, 
especially volunteers, developed a unique 
way of  displaying their affiliation with the 
fire service during ceremonies, parades, 
and special events. In addition to perhaps 
wearing their iconic leather fire helmet 
and red bib shirt, firemen came up with 
decorative leather belts distinctive to the 
fire service. Early ambrotypes and daguerre-
otypes photographic plates of  the period 
show fireman posing in their uniform regalia 
wearing various types of  these ornate belts.

The first fireman parade belts were wide plain 
leather belts with ornate buckles on them 
to represent the fire company. As most fire 
departments had their in-house leather and 
harness craftsmen, they were probably easily 
made in-house or through local artisans. 

Some purported history sources relate the 
development of  these decorative uniform 
belts as being linked to returning Fire 
Zouaves from the Civil War in and around 
the New York area. Zouaves were Union 
volunteer troops that formed their own 
companies during the Civil War and came 
from primarily the New York area and many 
of  them having been firefighters. 

However, research shows that the 
Washington Fire Company in Essex, CT 
had what resembled classic fireman parade 
belts as early as 1846, before the Civil War.
[i] Other reports link the development 
of  the belts as originally coming from 
Pennsylvania around the Philadelphia area. 
It appears in the ongoing development of  
the parade belt that each fire company or 

artisan tried to one-up 

the other. The name of  the fire department 
was painted on the back as an enhancement. 
From this, more elaborate belts were crafted. 

Over time fire equipment manufacturing 
companies like Cairns and Brothers, 
who partnered with Henry Gratacap to 
manufacturer the iconic New Yorker style 
fire helmet, developed and sold fireman 
parade belts commercially. The Cairns and 
Brothers belts were a similar design to the 
ones already prominent in the United States. 
Cairns belts can be identified by a small 
metal “Cairns & Bro” tag riveted to the 
outside of  the belt. The rivets that hold the 
tag also hold the interior belt tongue that is 
hidden by the “cuff” buckle. 

The belt was traditionally composed of  
leather, and about 2 ¼ inch width with a 
unique small inner fastening buckle and 
larger decorative slide over leather “cuff” 
buckle in front. The later made belts 
traditionally had a recessed sewn panel at 
the back of  the belt that contained leather 
cutout letters spelling out the individual’s 
rank (Chief, Foreman, Fireman) or the name 
or initials of  the fire company with which 
they were affiliated. Some belts included 
decorative designs and scalloped leather 
trim. The color of  the belt and trim varied 
depending on the rank, department colors, 
or personal preferences. The interior of  
the belt was most commonly lined with a 
tarred canvas or hemp/cotton fabric to help 
strengthen and form a base for constructing 
the belt. Some variants had a supple thin 
leather lining instead of  canvas.

THE FIREMAN PARADE BELT
By David E. Hedrick, Fire Service Director (RET)

A Piece of Fire Service History
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THANK YOU WEST ATCHISON FIRE PROTECTION DIST.
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LES HINNEN
NW Missouri Sales Rep

660.973.1189

WHEN PROTECTION MEANS EVERYTHING.

WildlanDh e i m a n  f i r e

A Piece of Fire Service History

Though the fireman parade belt primarily 
became prominent with fire companies 
and departments in the northeastern U.S., 
examples have been found throughout the 
country. The belts were one piece of  fireman 
personal equipment that was not for use 
during fires, it was ornately designed and 
worn strictly as a dress uniform regalia for 
ceremonial functions. They were popular 
from about the 1850s to the early 1900s.

Today, original fireman parade belts are 
considered rare, desirable artifacts by fire 
service veterans and collectors of  fire service 
memorabilia. There have also been some 
leather artisans in recent years who resurrect 
the parade belt by handcrafting replicas of  
these historic and venerated items. Most fire 
museums have at least one antique fireman 
parade belt on display in their collection to 
remember this historic period and honor the 
everlasting and glorious traditions of  the fire 
service.

[i] Essex Firefighters Rediscover Important 
Historical Objects, Shore Publishing, Elizabeth 
Reinhart/ZIP06.COM, September 9, 2020.
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Greetings FFAM members. Summer is 
upon is us. As the temperature outside 

begins to get hot, we start getting sunburned 
and then tan from activities we are doing or 
we just need that break from life to enjoy a 
vacation. Especially when we could not do 
these activities from this time last year since 
the COVID-19 pandemic. My article this 
time around will be a bit different. In this 
article, I am going to write about our first 911 
agency that has joined the FFAM and I will 
also tell about the activities that the FFAM 
has planned for the later part of  the year.

Our fire 911 agency that has joined the 
FFAM is the Monroe County Joint 911 
Communications Center in Paris, Missouri. 
The agency is under the direction of  Cory 
Putnum. The agency has 8 full-time and 
6 part-time dispatchers. They answer calls 

for a county that covers 912 square miles, 
and they dispatch for 3 fire departments, 2 
ambulance services, and 2 law enforcement 
agencies. There are 2 dispatchers on at all 
times of  the day. They answered 21,421 calls 
last year with a population of  14,000 for the 
county, but during Memorial Day weekend 
to Labor Day weekend, their popu-
lation swells to 2 million visitors 
that visit Mark Twain Lake. 
In the last year under the 
direction of  3 county 
commissioners and 
Director Putnam, they 
will be receiving a new 
Computer Aid Dispatch 
System and Geo Linx 
system for their dispatch 
center. Congratulations to 
Monroe County for being the 
first 911 center to join and 
spread the word about how 
great the FFAM is.

As I am writing this article, the FFAM is 
represented at the Missouri Association 

of  Fire Protection Districts at the Lake of  
the Ozarks. The FFAM has a booth at this 
conference, and we are telling departments 
what our great organization has to offer and 
the many benefits we offer our membership. 
Thanks go to Director Gary Berendzen 

and Assistant Director John 
Scheper for manning the 

booth at this conference. I 
appreciate the help.

At the end of  July, the 
FFAM will be partici-
pating in the statewide 
BBQ contest that benefits 
the memorial and also 

the Firefighter Cancer 
Network. The FFAM has 

a team in the contest and 
consists of  men from all over the 

state and they are being assisted by 
the FFAM Auxiliary This event will be 

happening in Columbia at the Parkade Plaza 
located at 601 Business Loop 70 w on July 
31st at 11 a.m. Please come out to join this 
great event and support two great causes.

Grant Oetting

A Message From The 2nd VP Monroe County Joint 911

The Jefferson County Firefighters Association
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Saturday - September 25, 2021 
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Herculaneum City Park • 776 Joachim Avenue • Herculaneum, MO

APPARATUS PARADE - 9:00 AM 
ANTIQUE AND MODERN FIRE APPARATUS • EMS VEHICLES 

AIR RESCUE HELICOPTERS • MEMORIAL SERVICE • SAFETY HOUSE 
FIREFIGHTER COMPETITIONS • DALMATIAN CONTESTS 

EQUIPMENT DISPLAYS • DEMONSTRATIONS• VENDOR BOOTHS  
FOOD AND CONCESSIONS • FACE PAINTINGS • PHOTO BOOTH

BOUNCE HOUSE AND SLIDE • SCAVENGER HUNT FOR CHILDREN 
CHILDREN FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE AND MUCH MORE!

FOR INFORMATION: 314-852-4964 or billh6300@hotmail.com  
www.jeffcofireenginerally.com • Jeffco Fire Engine Rally on Facebook

Rally is tentative on COVID-19 level in Jefferson
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19922 W 162nd Street Olathe, KS 66062 
Office:913-780-5521 www.conradfire.com

Call us today, to see how Conrad Fire Equipment can serve your 
department.  We have a full line of manufacturers we work with to 

make us your one stop shop for all of your department needs.  
Whether it be Fire Apparatus, Ambulances or Equipment, not only 

do we sell, we do service too! 

Monroe County Joint 911

The FFAM will be busy the rest of  the year. 
We will be attending several events and 
conferences. The Revolutionary Fire Tactics 
at the Lake on July 16th, Missouri EMS 
Conference at St Charles on August 3rd-6th, 
Patriot Day on September 11th at Jefferson 
City, September 25th at the Jefferson Engine 
Rally, and the Annual Memorial Service in 
Kingdom City October 10th.

As you can see the FFAM is your organiza-
tion, and we are committed to spreading the 
word about it. If  your department would 
like the FFAM to attend your event or you 
would like for us to attend a regional chief ’s 
meeting, please don’t hesitate to contact us, 
we would love to attend your event.

As always if  you need any assistance feel free 
to email me at grant_oetting@yahoo.com 
or call my cell at 660-229-4525, if  I don’t 
answer please leave me a message and I will 
call you back. Until next time, be safe my 
brothers and sisters.

County (yellow or lower) and CDC guidelines.
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Now and then the fire service loses great 
people. On August 24th, 2021 Cedar 

Hill Fire Protection District will say goodbye 
to one of  those great people, Assistant Chief  
Greg Shuster. After 49 years with the district, 
Chief  Shuster will retire. 

Greg started with the district at the age of  
16 as a Junior Firefighter. He says that his 
mother advised him that if  he joined, he’d 
better not just join up and then quit. Greg 
has stuck around and left 
his mark. 

After his time as a junior Greg went on to 
serve the Cedar Hill District in the ranks of  
Firefighter, Engineer, Lieutenant, Captain, 
Battalion Chief, Assistant Fire Marshal, 
and Assistant Chief. Greg has always been 
willing to lend a hand or an ear to one of  
his firefighters. He has devoted much of  his 
career, training others to become firefighters 
or to become better firefighters. 

He is highly regarded amongst his peers 
as being an excellent training officer. Greg 
has spent lots of  time instructing not only 
within the Cedar Hill organization, but also 
with the University of  Missouri Fire and 
Rescue Training Institute, Jefferson County 
Training Academy, and Tri-County Training 
Consortium. Although Chief  Shuster has 
passed on plenty of  knowledge throughout 
the years, it will be impossible to fully 
replace his unique experience and expertise. 

Greg plans to spend his newly found free 
time doing what he enjoys most, trout 
fishing at Bennett Springs. He also plans on 
becoming part of  our Firefighters Auxiliary 
and still lending a helping hand now and 
then. We hope that Chief  Shuster knows 
that our door is always open and that he is 
always welcome to join us for a cup of  coffee 
and a good conversation. 

Cedar Hill would like to invite everyone to 
our house from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at 6766 Cedar Hill Rd, Cedar 
Hill Mo, on August 25, 2021 to 
celebrate Assistant Chief  
Shusters last day. 

ASSISTANT CHIEF SHUSTER RETIRES
By Cedar Hill Fire Protection District

49 Years with Cedar Hill FPD

After 49 years with the district, 
Assistant Chief Greg Shuster will retire. 

Billy Smith 
Assistant Director

District

11
HUMOR IS HEALTHY

Greetings from District 11! I hope 
everyone is enjoying their Summer. I’ve 

been pondering about what to write about 
for a while. So, those that know me well, 
know that I tend to live up to my initials, so 
to speak. I like to joke and find humor in 
everything. So, for almost two years now, 
every day, I haven’t missed one yet, I put 
a little funny, pun, groaner, joke, whatever 
you want to call it on my Facebook post. 
Why? Life’s too short not to be happy. So, 
if  you’re a glutton for punishment, friend 
me and let me quiver your liver first thing 
every morning and maybe start your day 
off with a chuckle, or an eye roll, whichever 
moves you. Humor is healthy. They say it’s 
the best medicine. It’s proven to strengthen 
your immune system, protect you from the 
damaging effects of  stress, diminish pain, 
and boost your mood. So, keep reading to 
improve your health!

One Summer, there was a drought. 
Everybody knew that if  a building caught on 
fire, there wouldn’t be enough water to put 
it out. Well, low and behold one afternoon 
a building caught on fire. The townspeople 
gathered with their arms folded, squalling 
because they just couldn’t draw up the water 
fast enough to put out the fire with their 
bucket brigade. 

Well just about that time they heard a racket, 
and looked up the street, and here came 
the McGuillicutty’s, a family that lived way 
back up in the hills. Pappy McGillicutty was 
driving his old truck with his wife and all 12 
youngin’s hanging on the back. The fenders 
were rattling and the crowd parted because 
they were coming pretty fast. Pappy ran that 
old truck up over the sidewalk and right 
straight up into the middle of  that burning 
building. He and his wife and youngins 
started taking their overalls off and beating 
at the flames, and they beat that fire slap out! 
The crowd cheered, “The McGillicutty’s are 
heroes!” 

They passed the hat and took up a collection 
of  $31 and handed it to Pappy and said, 
“Your family has saved our town. You’re 
heroes. Here’s some money, but first tell us...
what are you going to do with the $31?” 
Pappy said, “Well, the first thing I’m going 
to do is get the brakes fixed on that old 
truck!”

I hope you enjoyed that one as much as I did 
telling it. All joking aside, if  there’s anything 
that I can do as your Assistant Director of  
District 11, please holler. I’d love to come 
to visit with you at a department function 
and get to know more people and help the 
FFAM grow even bigger and better. Call 
me, text me, message me, or email me at 
660.542.4062 or firechiefsmith200@gmail.
com. Stay Safe!
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49 Years with Cedar Hill FPD

®

A LIBERTY SAFE  
AND 5.11 GEAR!

ENTER TO WIN!

ENTER TODAY!

FFAM MEMBERS CAN WIN 5.11 GEAR AND A LIBERTY 
SAFE FROM CALIFORNIA CASUALTY 

California Casualty wants to thank the 
Firefighters Association of Missouri first 
responders for all they have done and 
continue to do – including the extra efforts 
needed to overcome the challenges that 
2020 delivered with a new Work Hard/Play 
Hard Sweepstakes. FFAM Members can enter 
for the chance to win $2,250 towards the 
purchase of a Liberty Safe and a collection of 
5.11® merchandise valued at over $1,000. 

FFAM Members can enter at www.
contest4heroes.com. Three winners will be 
chosen, the deadline to enter is October 29, 
2021. Winners will be announced in November 
2021.

 “First responders do the hard work keeping 
our communities safe,” said California 
Casualty Sr. Vice President Mike McCormick. 
“We owe the dedicated professionals who 
protect our communities this thank you for all 
that they do.” 

Previous Work Hard/Play Hard sweepstakes 
from California Casualty has awarded 
public safety personnel ATVs, DeWalt 
Tools, motorcycles, and cash. Past winners 
include an Oregon Police officer, Colorado 
Sheriff’s captain, Firefighters from California, 

Nebraska, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, a California 
Highway Patrolman, and most recently an 
Oregon volunteer firefighter.

Founded in 1914 and headquartered in San 
Mateo, California with service centers in 
Arizona, Colorado, and Kansas, California 
Casualty provides public safety employees 
and volunteers across the country auto 
and home insurance with special rates, 
generous discounts, and unique benefits 
not available to the general public. Contact 
Katelyn Hoffman, your local representative, 
to learn more about California Casualty at 
1.833.989.3579 or request your quote today – 
click here: www.readyforquote.com/katelyn.

*5.11 and Liberty Safe do not endorse or 
sponsor this promotion

Katelyn Kassel, Field Marketing Manager at 
California Casualty Management Company

We will have an open house for anyone that 
would like to stop by and congratulate Greg 
on his retirement.

Assistant Chief Greg Shuster
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Around 
  the State

SUMNER FD RECEIVES $3,000 GIFT

The Sumner Fire Department received $3,000 from Shane Cooper with Pioneer 
Seed to purchase the Great Wall of  Grain Rescue Equipment. From left to right is 

Shane Cooper Pioneer Seed Dealer, Randy Thudium Fire Chief, and Jim Stewart Board 
member. Thanks again Shane and Pioneer Seed.

CEDAR HILL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT PROMOTIONS

Cedar Hill Fire Protection District would like to announce promotions that will be taking effect on July 4, 2021. Battalion Chief  David 
Jones will be promoted to the rank of  Assistant Chief. Battalion Chief  Jones has served the district for 35 years. Lieutenant Matthew 

Shuster will be promoted to the rank of  Battalion Chief. Lieutenant Shuster has served the district for 29 years. Engineer Christopher Guse 
will be promoted to the rank of  Lieutenant. Engineer Guse has served the district for 23 years.

Assistant Chief David Jones Battalion Chief Matthew Shuster Lieutenant Christopher Guse



AUXILIARY MEETING MINUTES
Sunday, June 6, 2021  Sedalia, Missouri

Meeting called to order by President 
Jessica Miller at 9:00 a.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT
Jessica Miller, Norborne FD; Sheri 
Berendzen, Cole County Fire; Joni Fields, 
Paris Rural FD; Carissa Thompson, Holts 
Summit FPD; Missy Erdel, Little Dixie FPD; 
Joyce Thompson, Kearney Fire and Rescue; 
Laura Peel, SEFPD Randolph Co; Angela 
Fields, Paris Rural FD. Diane Wynne, Galt 
FD; Kim Peffermann, Washington FD and 
Christina Loyd, Johnson Co FPD attended 
via zoom.

MINUTES
Jessica Miller asked if  there were any 
changes, comments, or corrections for the 
May 2, 2021 meeting minutes. Missy made 
a motion to accept the minutes as written, 
seconded by Angie, motion passed. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
There was no financial report available at 
this time. The funds have been transferred to 
Missouri Bank in the Theresa area.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MEMBERSHIP
Sheri reported that there are 93 members 
and 12 honorary members. Sheri is working 
on contacting each department or individ-
uals that have not paid their dues yet. Have 
received 10 paid dues at today’s meeting. 

CONTEST
Sheri said there was no new info to report.

HISTORIAN 
Working on having the TV installed hope-
fully at one of  the next work weekends. 
Carissa is working on our Facebook pages. 
The Facebook page address is – Fire Fighters 
Association of  Missouri – Auxiliary and the 
private page for members only is FFAM 
Auxiliary Members Group. 

SARGENT-AT-ARMS 
Joni is working on having some changes 
ready for the next meeting.

CONVENTION
Don’t have anything to report at this time.

POSTER CONTEST
Diane has no new info.

OLD BUSINESS
There was nothing to report on.

NEW BUSINESS
Memorial service will be held October 
9th at 9:00 p.m. and 10th at 10:30 a.m. in 
Kingdom City. It will be also live streaming. 
At the August auxiliary meeting we will be 
working on assembling the ribbons that will 
be given out at the service. 

Jessica spoke on how we will be needed to 
help with a couple of  events.

The first event will be Missouri Fire 
Service Charity BBQ Smoke-Out 2021 
which will be held at the Parkade parking 
lot in Columbia on July 31st. There will 
be sampler cards sold for $20 and meal 
tickets sold for $10. The profits that are 
raised will be donated to the Firefighter 
Cancer Support Network and the Missouri 
Firefighter Museum in Kingdom City, 
Missouri. They would like the auxiliary help 
to serve the food. Jessica Miller posted a 
signup list on the FFAM Auxiliary Members 
Group page for helping to serve the food at 
the cookoff from 11 to 6. Jessica will be the 
contact person for servers. 

The second event will be Patriot Day that 
will be in Jefferson City on September 11th. 
It will be an all-day event starting with a 
5K run, a parade, and then the 2021 Stair 
Climb. They are asking for the auxiliary to 
help serve food that will be sold. Pulled pork 
sandwiches & chips and pulled pork nachos 
will be served in front of  Sellinger Center at 
St. Peters Church across from the MO State 
Capital. The profits for the food that is sold 
will go towards the Firefighters Memorial in 
Kingdom City.

Angelia made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Sheri, motion passed. 
Meeting ended at 10:53 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sheri Berendzen
Cole Co FPD
FFAM Auxiliary 2nd Vice President

FIRE SCIENCE DEGREE

North Central Missouri College
Trenton, Missouri

Let NCMC help you achieve your 
goal by obtaining your Fire Science 
AAS degree.  This program is 
designed to meet the requirements 
of the Missouri Division of Fire 
Safety.  In conjunction with our local 
fire department, a curriculum was 
developed that is FESHE approved 
with IFSAC approved instructors.

Students will take 43 credit 
hours of general education and 
program-required courses, with 
classroom or online options.  On 
top of the 43 hours, students will 
be responsible for completing five 
(5) Certifications which will be 
converted into 18 credit hours.  

THEY INCLUDE:

 EMT-Basic
 Fire Fighter I
 Fire Fighter II
 HazMat - Operations Level
 HazMat - Awareness Level

You can then transfer this degree to 
UCM for their BS Crisis and Disaster 
Management degree.

For more information, please review 
our website: www.ncmissouri.edu/
academics/firescience/ 

or contact 
Kristi Cutsinger
Program Coordinator 
kcutsinger@mail.ncmissouri.edu
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3rd Place: Carter Trower - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District 2nd Place: Avylon Boehme - Goldman Fire Protection District

3rd Place: Brooklyn Wieberg - Little Dixie Fire Protection District 2nd Place: Ellie Vedder - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District

First and Second Grade Winners

Third and Fourth Grade Winners

3rd Place: Sparrow Boehme - Goldman Fire Protection District 2nd Place: Chloe Cronin - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District

Fifth and Sixth Grade Winners

2021 POSTER WINNERS
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1st Place: Adeline Bell - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District

1st Place: Lydia Zobrist - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District 1st Place: Logan Brundege - Little Dixie Fire Protection District

First and Second Grade Winners

Third and Fourth Grade Winners

1st Place: Allison Brown - New Haven Berger Fire Protection District

Fifth and Sixth Grade Winners

Special Needs Winner

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
Every year the Fire Fighters Association of Missouri 

holds a poster contest to help promote the theme 
for the National Fire Protection Association’s Fire 
Prevention Week. This year’s theme was Serve Fire 
Safety in the Kitchen and was the focus of topics 
October 4-10, 2020. The FFAM would like to thank 
everyone who participated and congratulates all of the 
winners. The winners are asked to attend the Missouri 
State Fair as a guest of the Missouri State Fair Volunteer 
Fire Department. Each winner will get into the fair-
grounds and receive a pass for the mile-long midway 
and prize money.



THE MUSEUM FOUNDATION REPORT
By Keith Smith

Recognizing Our Members

Welcome to the museum report. Since 
the May/June summary I can add 

additional sidewalk work for our north-side 
entrance, grass seed planted and tall enough 
to require mowing and currently working 
with Morton on some warranty projects. We 
have outlined a new strategy in our future 
plans for a directed focus on fundraising 
in completing the interior we are calling 
phase-II. I hope all of  you were able to read 
the entire last article from Foundation Board 
Member Gail Hagans prepared in providing 
some history and greater insight of  how 
things started and where we need to arrive in 
“Finishing this Project.”

In continuing with our introduction of  
your Foundation Board members, the next 
two people I would like to introduce our 
two long serving past presidents of  the two 
primary Fire Service Organizations in the 
State of  Missouri. They are Missouri State 
Council of  Fire Fighters (MO Council) 
President Emeritus Sherwood Smith and 
Fire Fighters Association of  Missouri 
(FFAM) Past President Kenneth Hoover.

Sherwood L. Smith, retired Captain serving 
37-years with Kansas City Missouri FD. 
Sherwood was initially a Political Science 
major graduating in May 1978 and entered 
the KCMO FD Fire Academy in August 
1978. He was quickly promoted from 
Firefighter to Fire Apparatus Operator. A 
Captain’s promotion followed a 
position he held for 26 of  his 
37-years with KCFD. 

Sherwood became active with Missouri 
Council in 1999, was elected VP in 2000, 
and President in 2003. With the exception 
of  a brief  2-year return to VP, Sherwood 
served as MO Council President from 2003 
until 2019 becoming President Emeritus. 

Sherwood continues to serve as the Western 
Legislative Aid for the MO Council in 
Jefferson City and has done so for the past 
22-years. Sherwood has served as a Director 
on the Foundation for 10-years. Sherwood is 
married with 3-daughters and 2-sons. One 
daughter is currently working in emergency 
services as a Communications Supervisor in 
KCMO. His hobbies include vintage stereo 
equipment and related audio files.

Kenneth Hoover retired Fire Chief  started 
his fire service career as a volunteer with 
the Little Dixie Fire Department in 1974. 
Kenny was promoted to Fire Chief  in 1982 
and retired in 2019 completing 45-years 
with 37 as Fire Chief. Kenny joined FFAM 
in 1996 as their District 3 Director working 
his way through 2nd and 1st V.P. and elected 
as President in 2008. He became Past 
President May 2021 after serving 25-years 
with 13 as President. Chief  Hoover is the 
only remaining Foundation member from 
the original 1997 committee which planned 
and built the memorial. He also served as 
chairman after Art Smith stepped aside 
and until elected President of  FFAM. Chief  
Hoover was also an adjunct instructor 
with University of  Missouri Fire Training 
for 30-years holding an Instructor-III 

certification. He has been President of  
the Mexico, Missouri school board, 

and Missouri Association of  Fire 
Protection Districts. Kenny is 

married with one daughter 
and two granddaughters. His 
hobbies have shifted from snow 
removal and riding lawn mower 

renovations to quiet lake-side 
sounds and sights.

If  you need to contact 
me for questions or have 
ideas to share regarding 
the museum project call 
314-709-0760 or my 
email address is keith.
smith@warrenton-fire.
org. Thank you for your 
time and especially your 
support. Talk with you 
again in 60-days.

President Emeritus Sherwood L. Smith Past President Kenneth Hoover
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 Company Name  _____________________________________________

 Contact  ___________________________________________________

 Title _______________________________________________________

 Address ____________________________________________________

 City _________________  State   _____________  Zip _________

 Phone _______________  Email   ____________________________

c Assistant Chief

c Captain

c Lieutenant

c Engineer

c Firefighter

Hello Auxiliary members. We have lots 
of  activities coming up in the next few 

months and I wanted to take a moment to 
highlight those events and update you on the 
different ways to reach out to the executive 
board and each other.

First and foremost we have changed our 
Facebook page. Please look us up as Fire 
Fighters Association of  Missouri -Auxiliary. 
This page is public and is for everyone 
to see, we will use this page to announce 
upcoming events that are open to the public. 
The second Facebook page is for members 
only. Here we will post items that are specific 
to our group for example the zoom links for 
our meetings and even sign-up sheets for our 
volunteer opportunities. Look for the page 
by searching FFAM Auxiliary Members 
Group. This page will be accessible to paid 
members. Please be sure to like the first page 
and request access to the second page. 

We have two upcoming volunteer events 
that we would appreciate help with. The 
first event is the BBQ Smoke Out which 
will be held July 31st in Columbia. We need 
volunteers to serve food from 11-6. The 
second event is the September 11 Patriot 

Day at the Capitol. We will 
be serving food at this event 
again from 11-6. We have 
a sign-up sheet available on 
the Member’s Facebook page 
for both events and would 
appreciate your support as we 
support the FFAM in their 
fundraising goals. Please go 
over to the Facebook page, 
check it out, and sign up! 

At our next bi-monthly 
meeting in August, we will 
not only have our regular 
business meeting, but we will 
also be working on memorial 
ribbons for the annual 
FFAM Memorial Service 
in October. We have lots of  
ribbons to put together and 
ask that members attending 
bring a pair of  scissors. The 
more members we have, the 
quicker we can complete this project.

Please reach out to your executive board if  
you have an event going on that you would 
like us to attend or be a part of. Our contact 

info is on the website or you can reach out to 
us via Facebook. We are here to work for you! 

AUXILIARY UPDATE
By Jessica Miller, Auxiliary President

BBQ Fundraiser

Missouri Fire Service Charity BBQ & Smoke-Out 2021
      Parkade Plaza • 601 Business Loop 70 W • Columbia, MO

Assistant Chief Level Sponsor • $1,500
 One complimentary Cook Team 
 Logo placement on Event Banner
 (Must have a high-resolution logo by July 1, 2021)

 Five (5) Event Tickets 

Captain Level Sponsor • $1,000
 Logo placement on Event Banner
 (Must have a high-resolution logo by July 1, 2021) 

 Three (3) Event Tickets

Lieutenant Level Sponsor • $500
 Logo placement on Event Banner
 (Must have a high-resolution logo by July 1, 2021) 

 One (1) Event Ticket 

Engineer Level Sponsor • $250 
 Logo placement on Event Banner
 (Must have a high-resolution logo by July 1, 2021) 

Firefighter Level Sponsor • $100
 Yard Sign placed at the event Captain Lieutenant

EVENT DATE: JULY 31, 2021 
Make checks payable to: 
“MO Fire Service Charity BBQ” 

Mail to:  Jeff Strawn 
16497 Kimber Ridge Court 
Boonville, MO 65233

Call Jeff at 573-999-6000 with any questions! 

All sponsorship levels will receive numerous social media “shout-outs” on our event page
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Name  _______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City _________________________  State ________  Zip __________

c Small     c Medium     c Large     c XL     c 2XL      c 3XL     c 4XL     c Child Medium    c Child Large 

 Make checks payable to “Missouri Patriot Day 2021” 

Mail to:  Missouri Patriot Day 2021, 1203 Somerset Lane, Wardsville, MO. 65101

Questions?: Call 573-680-9809

MATTHEW D. SHAFER 
August 28, 1999 • June 4, 2021

Matthew D. Shafer of  
Lawson, MO, passed 

away on June 4, 2021, at the age 
of  21 years.

Matthew was born on August 28 
to Cristofer and Christina Shafer 
(Browning). Matthew graduated 
from Lawson High School. 
While Matthew was attending 
his senior year at Lawson High 
School, he attended classes to 
receive his EMT certification. 
He was formally recognized 
by the Missouri State Senate 
and ACT Missouri for his 
work preventing substance 
abuse among his fellow students, earning the “Outstanding Youth 
Prevention” award. He also earned the rank of  Eagle Scout. The 
Youth with Vision organization lauded his “natural, quiet leadership 
by example, kindness and diligence’. Matthew was a hard-working 
young man who loved serving his community, laboring ceaselessly as 
a firefighter and EMT in Lawson. In college, he continued his work 
as a firefighter with the Madison, Idaho Fire Department.

Matthew was a loving brother, son, grandson, and cousin. He loved 
spending time with his family any way he could. He could often be 
found playing games indoors or outdoors with his sister, Jenna, or 
hunting with his father and his brother, Scott. More than anything, 
he always looked for ways to serve those around him. He served a 
full-time mission in the Mexico City North mission and continued his 
faithful service in The Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-Day Saints 
upon his return. Firefighting and EMT work were never just a job for 
him, they were what he loved to do. He will always be remembered 
for his kindness to everyone, as well as for serving courageously and 
honorably in the profession he loved.

Matthew is survived by his parents, Cristopher and Christina Shafer; 
siblings, Scott and Jenna Shafer; paternal grandmother, Karen 
Shafer; maternal grandparents, Mike and Linda Coan; paternal great 
grandparents, Don and Carol Johnson; and his loving aunts, uncles, 
and cousins.

6TH ANNUAL STEPHEN SILLER  
TUNNEL TO TOWERS 5K RUN/WALK

Saturday, September 11, 2021

Jefferson City • 8:30 A.M. Start/Finish  
at the South Steps of the Capitol

Run or walk the streets of downtown Jefferson City with Missouri 
heroes, our First Responders, Veterans, and Active Military 
Service Men and Women. Many run/walk in their gear just as first 
responders did on the morning of 9/11/2001. Teams of 3 or more 
firefighters run in full turnout gear for the honor of winning the 
Fastest Firehouse traveling trophy. This is a family-friendly event, 
so bring out the entire family for a 
morning of remembrance. Register at 
T2TRUN.ORG under the Jefferson City 
event. Or use the QR code to speed up 
your registration.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter @t2tjeffcity or email us at 
jeffersoncity@tunnel2towers.org for 
more information.

Missouri Patriot Day 2021 T-Shirt Sale
All proceeds will help pay for  
the Missouri Patriot Day 2021  
event in Jefferson City.
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PATRIOT DAY 2021

The Missouri Patriot Day Committee will commemorate the 20th anniversary of 9-11-01 with a two-day 
event on September 10-11, 2021, in Jefferson City, Missouri. The following is a partial calendar of events.

September 11, 2021, will mark the 20th anniversary  
of the attacks on New York City, the Pentagon, and Pennsylvania.

Friday, September 10, 2021

OPENING CEREMONIES
7:00 P.M. on SOUTH CAPITOL LAWN
 •  Static Displays
 •  Presentation of Colors
 •  Invocation
 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: FDNY Retired Lieutenant Joe Torrillo
 •  Lighting of the Towers
 •  Amazing Grace by Pipe and Drum Corps
 •  Bell Ceremony 
 •  Taps
WE WILL NEVER FORGET
 •  Reading of the 2,977 names of those who gave their lives 

on 9-11
 •  Closing prayer
 •  Ringing of the bell
 •  Retiring the Colors
WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Saturday, September 11, 2021

STEPHEN SILLER TUNNEL TO TOWERS 5K RUN/WALK
8:30 A.M. • START/FINISH at SOUTH STEPS of the CAPITOL

Run or walk the streets of downtown Jefferson City with 
Missouri Heroes, First Responders, Veterans, and active 
Military Service Men and Women; many run/walk in their gear. 
The registration link is available and open to the public. 

Follow Jefferson City Tunnel to Towers on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter @t2tjeffcity or email jeffersoncity@
tunnel2towers.org. facebook.com/t2tjeffcity

PARADE REGISTRATION 
missouripatriotsdayparade.splashthat.com • $15 Donation

PARADE CONTEST
The organization that raises the most money for Missouri 
Patriot Day receives a handmade wood American flag Trophy. 
The money raised will help pay for expenses. After expenses 
are paid, the remaining money will be donated to American 
Legion Riders Legacy Ride and Safety Net of Missouri. The 
trophy pictured will be presented to the organization that 
raises the most money for the Patriot Day event.

LET US DO GOOD

PATRIOT DAY PARADE 
12:00 P.M. • CORNER of BROADWAY and HIGH STREET. 

MILITARY FLYOVER at the BEGINNING OF PARADE.

Behind the Honor Guard, we would like to invite a represen-
tative from each District or Department to walk with their 
respective District or Department flag(s). The parade will be a 
solemn event featuring first responders, military and veteran 
units. We ask that each participant respect the event and 
do not use their air horns, sirens, or throw candy during the 
parade. We also encourage bands to participate in playing 
patriotic music. Floats are also welcome showing the patriotic 
theme. 

MO DIVISION of FIRE SAFETY 9/11 MEMORIAL STAIR CLIMB
12:00 P.M. • JEFFERSON BUILDING

The Missouri Division of Fire Safety will conduct their 9/11 
Memorial Stair Climb at the Jefferson Building during the 
parade. The stair climb participants will be part of the parade 
that will jump off at the Jefferson Building to start the stair 
climb. Please see more information within the newsletter.

RECEPTION DINNER
ST. PETER SELINGER HOSPITALITY CENTER • 212 BROADWAY

Day concludes with a dinner prepared by the American Legion.

We would like to encourage all first responders and 
veterans to participate in this two-day event.

BBQ
8:30 A.M., SEPTEMBER 11, 2021  
$8.00 PER SERVING includes sandwich 
or nachos, soda and chips..

  Charlie Peel and the FFAM BBQ team 
and Ladies Auxiliary will be serving 
pulled pork sandwiches and nachos at 
the Selinger Center located across from 
the Capitol on Broadway. All proceeds 
will go to the Fire Fighters Museum in 
Kingdom City..

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/mopatriots
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENT OR SPONSORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT:

Dave Griffith at davegriffithmo.com Hal Dulle at hdulle@hotmail.com 

Steve Cearlock at stevelock116@gmail.com Bob Priddy at bpriddy@missourinet.com Contact: missouripatriotday@gmail.com

Missouri Patriot Day Committee 2021 • 1203 Somerset Lane • Wardsville, MO. 65101
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MANAGEMENT AND POLICY
 ·  It’s recommended that fire departments develop, maintain 

and enforce written rules or policies regarding the use of 
turnout gear & P.P.E. on emergency scenes.

 ·  Fire department management must stay informed as to 
when P.P.E. has worn out, fallen into disrepair, when service 
is required, and how to document when service intervals 
have been completed. (SCBA hydrotesting, helmet age, 
breathing apparatus annual service, etc.)

 ·  Firefighters must be instructed in the limitations, storage, 
care and maintenance of all personal protective gear.

 ·  Officers must not only wear their gear but insist that 
firefighters also wear their protective gear.

 ·  Both officers and firefighters must use personal protective 
equipment or corrective action may result when P.P.E. is not 
used on the scene.

 ·  Scenes and hazards change. Keep extra P.P.E. available in 
the truck for when gear gets lost or broken. Keep extra dry 
sets of gloves, hoods, etc. when weather conditions are wet 
or cold, and for long-duration scenes.

ISSUING PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
 ·  Provide firefighters with personal protective equipment that 

is clean and free of defects.
 ·  Describe the proper care and use of turnout gear, as well as 

its limitations. Use a copy of the owner’s manual.
 ·  Advise employees how to obtain P.P.E. if theirs is lost, 

damaged or worn out.
 ·  Dirty P.P.E. is not appropriate and could expose firefighters 

to additional hazards.
 ·  Make sure firefighters know that P.P.E. is required on fire, 

medical and rescue scenes. Disciplinary action may follow 
when P.P.E. rules are not followed.

 ·  Describe when specific P.P.E. is required on fire scenes, 
medical calls, wildland fires and auto rescues.

 ·  Special P.P.E. may be needed when working near cutting 
torches, saws, generators and cutting equipment.

FIRE DEPARTMENT TAILBOARD SAFETY TALK
Conduct a quick safety meeting with your crew! 

TURNOUT GEAR AND P.P.E. 
Firefighters must always wear their personal protective equipment (P.P.E.) and turnout gear at emergency scenes. 
Fire department officers must make sure volunteers wear personal protective equipment on scenes. P.P.E. and 
turnout gear create a protective barrier that helps prevent injuries caused by hazards like sharp objects, intense 
heat, hot surfaces, and flying objects. Make sure your P.P.E. is clean, stored properly and ready for action on a 
variety of calls!

Find more safety information at www.mem-ins.com

These advisory materials have been developed from national standards and 
sources believed to be reliable, however, no guarantee is made as to the 
sufficiency of the information contained in the material and the Firefighter 
Association of Missouri assumes no liability for its use. Advice about specific 
situations should be obtained from a safety professional. 02/26/21 by MW

P.P.E. EXAMPLES FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS
 ·  Eye protection, to include face shields, 

protective eyewear, and splash goggles
 ·  Gloves, to include nitrile medical gloves, leather 

work gloves and firefighting gloves
 ·  Safety footwear, to include firefighting and 

protective-toe footwear that’s slip-resistant
 ·  High-visibility garments for roadside emergency 

scenes
 ·  Firefighting helmets with face shield
 ·  Turnout pants and coats free of defects and 

excessive wear
 ·  Self-contained breathing apparatus that has 

been serviced annually and contains a safe air 
bottle that has been hydrotested

 ·  Filtering respirator when dusts and flying debris 
are encountered.

CONSIDER P.P.E. FOR SPECIAL RESCUES
 ·  Confined space rescue
 ·  High angle and rope rescues
 ·  Hazardous materials responses
 ·  Special medical calls
 ·  Water rescue
 ·  Search and rescue
 ·  Animal rescue

Wear your gear on every emergency scene. Keep it ready, 
clean and safe.
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For only $35 each you can designate a flag to be flown in memory, honor, or appreciation of an individual you choose. 
Flags will be raised in early May and be flown at the Firefighters Memorial in Kingdom City, Missouri. All proceeds will 
benefit the Firefighter Museum Project. Proceeds benefit Fire Fighters’ Museum Fund and are tax deductible. 

FIRE FIGHTER’S FIELD OF FLAGS
      A FIRE FIGHTER       MUSEUM FUNDRAISER

 Name  _____________________________________________________

 Address ____________________________________________________

 City _______________________  State ________  Zip __________

 Phone _______________  Email ________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 c Check c Visa  c Mastercard  c Discover  c Am. Exp.

 Name on card ________________________________________________

 Card #  _________________________________  Exp. Date _________

 Signature ________________________________  CCV _____________

 Make checks payable to “FFAM Museum” 

Number Of Flags _____ X $35.00 Total Amount Enclosed ____________

Name On Flag #1 ______________________________________________

Name On Flag #2 ______________________________________________

Name On Flag #3 ______________________________________________

c In Honor Of              c In Memory Of                 c In Appreciation

c Firefighter c Veteran c Active Duty c Army  

c Navy c Air Force c Marines c Coast Guard 

c Other___________________________________________________

Mail to:  Gail Hagans, Memorial, 5641 N Autumn Dr., Columbia, MO 65202

Email questions to: ffammuseum@gmail.com

If you would like to have your flag mailed to you, please add $5 per flag for postage. Deadline for ordering flags is September 17, 2021!

11TH ANNUAL REGION 2 
MISSOURI EMS FUNERAL 

TEAM GOLF OUTING/
FUNDRAISER

TEAM 1: PLAYER #1: ________________________ PLAYER #2: ________________________CONTACT INFORMATION: _________________________________

TEAM 2: PLAYER #1: ________________________ PLAYER #2: ________________________CONTACT INFORMATION: _________________________________

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 28, 2021

9:00 A.M. SHOT GUN START 
2-MAN SCRAMBLE

$50 PER PERSON / $95 PER TEAM 
LA PLATA GOLF COMPLEX 

301 S. HASTING • LA PLATA MISSOURI 
Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, auction, lunch, and 

more. Raffle tickets available day of event-some great 
items to choose from. Event for fun and fellowship. 

(Mulligan packets available)
The Missouri EMS Funeral Response Team is a 501 C-3 organization.

 Card #  _________________________________  Exp. Date _________

 Name on card ________________________________________________

 Billing Zip Code __________________________  CCV _____________ Motels available in La Plata, and 8 miles away in Kirksville, and 20 miles away in Macon.

Mail registration and payment:
   David Bryant
   702 East Hazel St. 
   Clarence MO 63437

Deadline to register 
August 10, 2021

Call 573-795-5852  
for more information.

REGISTRATION

PA
Y

M
E
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T
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E

A
M
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Welcome to summer! The Fire and 
Rescue Training Institute is on the 

move. In case you’ve missed it, we are 
moving again. Our new address is 2800 
Maguire Boulevard C1. We are still in 
Columbia. Our former home will become 
a new Ronald McDonald House that will 
serve the new MU Health Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital once they build that 
facility adjacent to the main hospital.

In other news, we are beginning to put 
together our line-up for the 2021 Missouri 
Emergency Services Instructor Conference. 
It will once again be held at the Camden at 
the Lake Resort, November 5-7, 2021. More 
announcements and registration information 
will follow.

We recently completed our second Fire 
Service Leadership Enhancement Program 
of  2021. Due to great interest, we added an 
encore delivery that met in April, May, and 
June. Congratulations to the 31 students that 
completed the courses. Overall 1488 instruc-
tional hours were given during these courses.

With the movement back towards normal, 
we were able to hold in-person classes for 

Summer Fire School. During the school, 
we had 23 courses, 174 enrollments for 
over 5000 total instructional hours. Due 
to a virtual format for Winter Fire School, 
we had postponed the Equipment Expo 
until Summer Fire School. We are happy to 
report that the expo was a huge success. Our 
vendors and students were very pleased with 
the opportunity.

As we move into our new fiscal year we want 
each of  you to know that we will continue 
to provide the opportunity for the highest 
quality of  training to Missouri’s over 25,000 
firefighters. Look for upcoming courses on 
our website at mufrti.org.

 

Director’s Comments

John Worden
Interim Director

MU Fire and Rescue Training Institute

 MU FIRE AND RESCUE TRAINING INSTITUTE For Details and Complete Schedule Visit MUFRTI.org

DATE     COURSE                                                                                                                     LOCATION                               CONTACT                     PHONE

07/13 Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations Columbia Brad Fraizer 573-874-7557

07/17 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Huntsville Tony Bell 660-277-5222

07/21 Tactical Emergency Casualty Care: Rescue Task Force Operations Troy Robert Shramek 314-565-0141

08/21 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Jefferson City Eric Hartman 573-751-1601

08/28 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training St. Peters MU FRTI 800-869-3476

09/11 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Bourbon MU FRTI 800-869-3476

10/09 Vehicle Rescue: Technician Piedmont Earl Mumper 573-712-4685

10/23 Certified Fire and Ambulance District Board Training Mexico Bill Albus 573-581-6235

SAVE THE DATE
MISSOURI EMERGENCY SERVICES 
INSTRUCTOR CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 5-7 • LAKE OZARK, MISSOURI 

Certified Fire and Ambulance 
District Board Training

Huntsville • Jefferson City • St. Peters • Bourbon • Mexico

$90 • CEUs • 8 Hours • Many Locations Available

REGISTER NOW
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Greetings everyone and welcome to 
summertime in Missouri. Because there 

are so many volunteer Fire/EMS-based 
operations in the United States, NVFC is not 
only actively involved in this, but they have 
an EMS Section. Unlike all of  their other 
16-operating committees with a set number 
which can vote, all Directors are part of  the 
EMS Section and can vote. 

Most people are not even aware that NVFC, 
like it or dislike it, was the leader in securing 
a uniform national standard in ambulance 
construction safety similar to fire trucks. 
Right now the major stakeholders are 
networking with the National Association of  
EMS Physicians on Quality Measures which 
have national implications. For now, let’s 
just say it will be an ongoing process for the 
summer.

Since my last article, I have responded to 
three Action Alerts to Congress supporting 
Fire Service legislation from the NVFC 
Chief  of  Legislative and Regulatory Affairs 
Director. 

These involved IRS tax breaks for volunteer 
stipends, increasing SAFER funding, and 
just before this article, AFG.

NVFC continues to solidify working rela-
tionships of  trust with the new appointments 
of  the Biden Administration. So far it has 
been very positive but as they say, “it is still 
too early in the game.” 

Their latest meeting was with the new 
FEMA Administrator, Deanne Criswell, and 
focused on the AFG applications and process 
especially the sharp decline of  volunteer fire 
department applications. In 2010 there were 

nearly 12,000 applications that have now 
dropped to 5,000. It is not rocket science 
that after you try for 6-8 years with no 
success that you give up. 

An EZ Grant proposal focused on just the 
most basic of  minimum needs with smaller 
vs. larger budgets was discussed at length. 
In short, take a pool of  money and make it 
go twice as far with assistance with 50% less 
“red tape.”

As of  writing this article, NVFC is actively 
involved in the 2021 Firefighter Stand Down 
from June 20-26. The theme this year was 
“Rebuild Rehab.” 

Key importance was on physical and 
psychological rehab to mitigate physical and 
mental impact to firefighter readiness for 
the next assignment and the next call. The 
post-incident focus covered several areas of  
health and safety including cardiac, nutri-
tion, exposure, psychological, hydration, and 
heat stress.

I will close out by editing my closing from 
60-days ago. NVFC remains focused on 
many things in addition to legislation 
including firefighter cancer and revising 
the Lavender Ribbon report that was just 
released less than 3-years ago. The Council 
has also been active with mental health 
including PTSD and firefighter suicide 
which now averages 2 per day. COVID 
remains ongoing including LODD and the 
“Long Haul” effects for many after they have 
been deemed as recovered, NOT!

Thank you for your time and for allowing 
me to serve on your behalf  with the NVFC.

NVFC SUMMER UPDATE
By Keith Smith

Congress Action Alerts

Greg Wright 
Director

District

2
Hello from District 2. I would like to 

comment on an article that was in 
the last edition of  the FFAM magazine, 
the museum project. We do need your 
help. Years ago, it was a dream to honor 
Missouri’s fallen firefighters, honor fire-
fighters’ service, and keep Missouri 
firefighter history alive for all to see. As you 
know the memorial has been something that 
we can all be proud of.

Mowing the area around the museum I was 
incredibly surprised at the number of  people 
that stop here. I would like to share this 
small story.

One of  the days last fall I was at the 
memorial/museum, I was working on the 
bricks. I was sitting on my, you know what, 
trying to get some of  the grass/weeds pulled 
out between the bricks when a red minivan 
pulled up from Ohio. Several people got 
out and I started talking to them. I think if  
I remember there were 5 in the group. A 
couple of  them were firefighters, past and 
present. They had stopped for gas there in 
Kingdom City and saw the statue and drove 
over. They asked about the big building, and 
we visited about the bricks and the walls, 
and the history of  the statue. They just 
looked around and I went back to pulling 
grass. I could not believe what I saw next! 
Three of  them were on the ground sitting 
on the bricks helping pull grass between the 
bricks. They stayed for about 20 minutes 
and went on their way.

Ladies and gentlemen, we need your help to 
move forward and get this historic preser-
vation and education center completed. 
Will you help us? Make checks out to the 
Missouri firefighter Historic Preservation 
and mail it to PO Box 105, Shelbina MO 
63468. Thank you.

Hope to see you at the 2021 Missouri 
State Fair. Stop by the fire station and say 
hello. Also hope to see you at the Missouri 
Firefighter Memorial weekend in October.

Till next time be safe, Greg.



Congratulations to the St Joseph Fire Department - St Joseph, MO 
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STEVE BORTS 
Sales Professional
Jamestown, MO 

Steve@danko.net 
(660) 730-2145

We serve YOU...
so you can 
serve others!

Danko 2,000 Gallon Pumper/Tanker Delivered! 

Congratulations to the Neosho Area Fire Protection District Neosho, MO 
on the delivery of a Danko Pumper Tanker.

2,000 Gallons - 1,000 GPM pump - Powered Dump Tank Rack - Rear Swivel Dump
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Call Feld Fire for a demo of the new 3M Scott C5 Vision! 

The new face of firefighting.  
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with E-Z Flo C5 Regulator.
3M™ Scott™ Vision C5 Facepiece with Radio Direct Interface.

See more.  
Wider field of view helps to improve situational awarness.

Hear what matters.
Bone conduction headphone for clear incoming radio communications.

Breathe easier. 
New regulator design provides improved breathing performance.
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